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DETAILED ACTION 

The following action is in response to the response filed 8/22/2007. Amended Claims 
19, 21, 22, 27, and 30-37 are pending and have been considered below. 

1 . Examiner's Note: The previous art rejections are withdrawn as necessitated by 
Applicant's amendments. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 19, 27, 30-34, 36, and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Emmerichs (US 2003/0061482) in view of Davis (US 2002/0130900). 

Claims 19 and 27: Emmerichs discloses a method and system to control operation of a 
portlet, comprising: 

a. a plurality of portlets (page 2, paragraph 28). Emmerichs discloses a plurality 
of widgets such as web pages, controls on a GUI, processing features accessed 
through such controls, etc. 

b. a deactivation feature associated with at least one of the portlets (widgets) to 
deactivate the portlet to preserve a selected content of the at least one portlet (page 2, 
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paragraph 30). Emmerichs discloses utilizing denied appearances of widgets when 
their access is denied. 

Emmerichs discloses a reactivation feature that is formed in a security test dialog 
GUI in response to the at least one portlet (widget) being deactivated (page 4, 
paragraph 37). Specifically, Emmerichs discloses selecting a radio button to reactivate 
a disabled text box widget in the user interface. However, Emmerichs does not 
explicitly disclose the feature is formed in a portal page/on a portal server. Davis 
discloses a similar system to control operation of a portlet that further discloses portal 
applications appear in Java windows, and may include widgets such as text boxes, 
windows, and buttons. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of providing widgets 
(portlets) in a portal page with the interface and widgets in Emmerichs . One would have 
been motivated to provide these features in a portal page in order to control the 
placement and interaction of individual widgets. 

d. Emmerichs discloses the deactivated portlet is prevented from being moved, 

closed, edited, or affected (page 4, paragraph 52). Specifically, Emmerichs discloses a 

» 

hide feature for widgets that a user is denied access to. Since the widget does not 
appear to the user, it is inherent that the deactivated widget is prevented from being 
moved, closed, edited, or affected. 



Claim 30: Emmerichs and Davis disclose a method and system to control operation of 
a portlet, and Emmerichs further discloses the portlet deactivation/reactivation feature 
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comprises means for freezing a portlet content in a selected portlet in response to 
deactivating the selected portlet (page 4, paragraph 37). Specifically, Emmerichs 
discloses a feature to disable a widget, which consists of displaying the disabled widget 
to a user without the user being able to interact with the displayed widget. 

Claim 31: Emmerichs and Davis disclose a method and system to control operation of 
a portlet, and Emmerichs further discloses the portlet (widget) deactivation/reactivation 
feature comprises means for disabling hyperlinks, buttons and other inputs to a selected 
portlet in response to deactivating the selected portlet (page 2, paragraph 30/page 4, 
paragraph 37). Specifically, Emmerichs discloses the ability to hide specific widgets 
from users with denied access to the widgets. If the widget were a button style widget, 
the information contained in the widget would be hidden. 

Claim 32: Emmerichs and Davis disclose a method and system to control operation of 
a portlet, and Emmerichs further discloses the portlet (widget) deactivation/reactivation 
feature comprises means to reconfigure the portal server to ensure that a portlet 
(widget) content of a selected portlet cannot be affected while the selected portlet 
(widget) is deactivated (page 3, paragraph 34). Emmerichs discloses storing security 
configuration files that indicate which widgets are disabled or hidden from certain users. 



Claim 33: Emmerichs and Davis disclose a method and system to control operation of 
a portlet, and Emmerichs further discloses the portlet (widget) deactivation/reactivation 
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feature comprises means for detecting a state of a portlet (page 5, paragraph 53). 
Emmerichs discloses the software checks the status of each widget in order to enable, 
disable, or hide each widget. 

Claim 34: Emmerichs and Davis disclose a method and system to control operation of 
a portlet, and Emmerichs further discloses the portlet (widget) deactivation/reactivation 
feature comprises means for replacing a content of a deactivated portlet with frozen 
content in response to the portal server detecting a deactivated state of the deactivated 
portlet (page 2, paragraph 30). Emmerichs discloses displaying a non-activated, button 
style widget with a line through the text or with the text color almost matching the 
button's background color. Since access to the widgets is denied when the widgets are 
disabled, this replacement of content is interpreted as frozen content. 

Claim 36: Emmerichs and Davis disclose a method and system to control operation of 
a portlet, and Emmerichs further discloses the portlet (widget) deactivation/reactivation 
feature comprises means for preventing the portlet form from being affected by 
refreshes across the portal page (page 2, paragraph 30/page 4, paragraph 37). 
Specifically, Emmerichs discloses the ability to hide specific widgets from users with 
denied access to the widgets, and refreshes across a page would not affect the hidden 
widget since it is not activated. 



* s 
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Claim 37: Emmerichs and Davis disclose a method and system to control operation of 
a portlet, and Emmerichs further discloses the portlet (widget) deactivation/reactivation 
feature comprises means for selectively toggling the portlet to change the portlet's 
ability to be targeted by a portal click-to-action feature (page 5, paragraph 52). 
Emmerichs discloses radio buttons that toggle the access privileges of users to specific 
widgets. If a user is denied access, the widget may not be selected, and if a user is 
granted access, the user may activate each widget. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 21 , 22, and 35 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 19, 21 , 22, 27, and 30-37 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

■ 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 



i 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 

■ 

shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Omar Abdul-Ali whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1694. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri( Alternate Fridays Off) 8:30 - 
6:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on 571-272-4124. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



■ 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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